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I»    During a visit to the 1/9 Cavalry Squadron at Pleikuin 
December 1965; General Westmoreland expressed interest in a wider 
application of the techniqueo of boraor screening then being performed 
by that unit. 

2.    Attached as enclosure 1 is an informal report, titled "Border 
Cavalry*1 which addresses the subject. 
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ACTIV-AAU 

D ' 'L. ''lFl·") 3 
BOROEF< CAVALRY ( U ) 

l. (U) REFERENCES 

a. Maps . USAF Pilota e Ch r t , Cambodia-Vietnam, la5001\l00 

b. TOE 17-95 , 6, , 98 

2. (C) PURPO!:>E 

The purpose of t i~ report is t o present the reeulte of 
a eW"Ve7 to determin how many US air ca ... alry troops, working in can-
junction with U SSF /Cl or oth VN elements, i t would take to eveen 
tn. weetern border of S fro Tien ( S 4447) on the eou~h to the 
I-II Corpe bow,Jary on t e north. ( 

I ' 

3. (C) CAVALRY 0 J.. 'IZATI 

a . As .r en o ani , a US a 1 cavalry troop looka like 
this• 

48 - 0/w'O 
6 - at ( incl 10 noo-TOI door 

- gunners) · 
164 

·IDol 1 

I 



b. There are three air cavalry troops and one ground cavalry 
troop, together v/lth A HSCH troop. In the current air cavalry squadron* 
Total squadron strength, Including locally authorized door gunners, is 
620 personnel, of whom 17k are offlcere/wcrrant officers. Squadron hall- 
copters total 66,   Wheel vehicles total 115. 

4. (C> BACKGROUND I 

The following Information is based on combat experience of 
the 1/9 Cavalry Squadron, let  Cavalry Oivisiont 

a) Generally speaking, 8035 of assigned helicopters 
in a troop are mission-ready at the start of a 
combat operation following a maintenance standown, 
and the remaining 2Q£ are down for work or awaiting 
parts. 

b) After about the fifth day of an extendeu combat opera- 
tion, the mission-ready rate decreases toward 60£ of  < 
helicopters anu crews assigned. This mission-ready 
rate of between 60% end 70£ can be maintained almost 
indefinitely provided replacement personnel ana hell- 
copters are assigned to fill combat losses. 

c) Stated otherwise, for sustained operations an air 
cavalry troop has the following combat element 
available daily t 

1) One troop command/control team of 2 UH-1B/ 
UH-1D helicopters 

2) Three scout teams of 2 armed 0H-13S helicopters 
each 

3) Three weapons teams of 2 armed UH-lfi helicopters 
each 

4) Four lighi rifle squads of 7 men each, 
in 4 ÜH-1Ü lift helicopters. 

mounted 

d) Crews and machines can fly an average of 5 hours 
per day, 

e) The area which a troop combat element can screen 
effectively is almost purely a function of terrain 
and density of enemy forces. In open terrain, such 
as that between Pleiku ana the western elopes of 
the Mang Yang Pass, a screenirie, area of 1,500 square 
kilometers is altogether realistic. In close terrain 
such as that along the Cambodian border between Dak Pek 
(TB 9359) and Dak To (ZB 0222) not much more than 600 
equari) kilometers can be covered adequately. 
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r) Hi8bt reconnaissance operations are not only ~easible, 
they are essential. Air patrols, ground patrols, l i s
tening poets, md ambushes are all well within the cap
abilities of a cavalry organization. 

The essential ingreaj_: .... ;..; successful screeninJ operations 
ie a backup quick-reaction force used to capitalize on targets located 
by the troop's e cout/weapons teams from t.he air or its rifle squa'ie 
patrolling on the ground. !m'ing November aJ h c Uecember 1965 the 1/9 
Cavalry worked out a highly satisfacto - arrangement with Det C.3, 5th 
USSP Group. At each of several ~~qcted A detachment camps, a fire
bri&..:le CIOO COmpall1' was train.,.d by t he air cavalry troop 1r airmobile 
tactics and techniques. When~ver the troop was operating in the general 
area of a particular CIOO camp, the selected c011pany frOID that camp kept 
one platoon on 15~inute alert ana the remainder on a 1- hour alert statue, 
to ~ coaaltted on request of the cavalry troop c011111ander. Lift was 
uaw.ll.y provided by the UH- lD helicopters of the troop • s organic rifle 
platoon and occasionally by a CH-47 in support of the troop. Thie pro
c.aure worked splendidly ~ every inst nnce. 

The best way fo a air cavalry troop to secure itself dur
ing combat operations is to operate from a secured squadron base, with
troop combat elements laagering at a uiff ere 1+ ~ ~ "a.tiou in the tactical 
area every night. Laagdrs can be co-located with !:IOO camps, ARVN 
baees, RF/PF installations, or es~ab ished at durk out in the open in 
relatively inaccessible areas . Security is achieved by capitalizing 
on the superior mobility inherent in a \elicopter-mounted fore~. 

An imperative f ol' a ir cavalry .;perat ions of the kind visual.
ized here is the reaay availubil~ ty of nP.~;,~: ~e licopter (CH-47) lift 
to move all classes 0f supply (but ~~~cipally Class III A) from the 
squadron base to troor operat · C':1 · 1 1ocat ons or aage r si to evacuate 
do'W11e<1 heliC<'}.Itf': s, :.o provico emergency t act · cal lift for CI!.G fire 
brigade forces, anc. tc r.ove grouna cavalry c l ements from thd squadron 
base where they are usuall;r l ocated a s the base s ecurity eleiOOnt to a 
selected area where their fire ower is needed . 

If it is intended to get the !Jb.Ximum us~ 1rora cie: plcyea air 
caval ry trccps on a borcier s r e ·nil n:.a··ion1 \.:.r. :"l·E:. rup'i.,eci COJ'IIInU: i-::a
tions are essent al. Thi.s m ans .h•: ir .. e ;ia.t. (! .esd::_ __ . ~l' :> _ ::.·. ~, of a radio 
rel&J aircraft whenever it becomes ~pparent that organic communications 
will not suffice. 

Finally, a separate a ir cavalry squaaron requires ~ greater 
a1rcr~ft maintenance capability than does a divisional s0• ~dron which 
ie backed up by the d ivision's aircraft maintenance and supply battal~~n • 
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S • (C) SURVEY 

a&ring Janua17 1966, two experienced air cavaley otticera, 
Col J. B. Stockton, former}¥ CO, 1/9 Cavalry Squadron and Hajor S. G. 
Beardale7, t rmerly CO, A Troop, 1/9 Cav~lry Squadron, conducted a aur
'YfiT ot the weetern border of South Vietnam from Ha Tien to t.he Chu Pong 
Mountai.n (IV 9090). These officers were already familiar with the bor
der area north of the Chu Pong to the I-II Corps boundaey, having opera
ted there extensively in November and December 1965. In addition to 
r.fnahin& their recollections of the terrain (both officers had servecl 
toura in Vietnu) they visited all USSF/CIOO B and C detachments in the 
area ae well ae • representative fraction of A cleta:hments, district 
.avieora, am ARVN clivieion advisors. It is based on this survey, rein
torcecl by their previous experience, th~t the required number ot air 
caval.J7 troope to ·accOEplish the intended mission 1a clerb'&Ci in the tol
lowin& eection of this report. Col Stockton anu Major Beardele7 ...:le 
Mveral observations bearing on the problem at h&M which are wort.h cit
in& beret 

a) From Ha Tien on th s outh to the II-III Corps boundar,r 
j,n t he vicinity of YU 5060, USSr/CI.OO camps are located 
to pertn.it the type of combined operations envisoned. 

b) From the II-III Corps bounQ&r,y to Camp Due Co (IA 8124) 
the only groun elc-ments on or near th~ border are a 
hanuful of Regional Force companies in the western 
reaches of ~g Due Province. The boroer is compl1:3te-
1Y open from ~c Lap (YU S677) tu ~c Co, a disti,Ulce ot 
well over 100 ki ometers. 

c) The common procedun~ for ext.enuing the present ecreenin& 
capability of USSF/CIIXi A aetachment•~ where these cape 
~xist , is to use USAF forward a~ · controllers ana A~ 
~viators ~n 0 )_ re cc.nnaiss~ce ·i • . -·plane.3 in the visual 
reconnaissanc rcle. This technique has proved reason
ably effective considering the limitations of the vquip
ment being used. The USAF pilots ana A~ avatora ob
served were capabla ~ effective, and motivated. 

d) As a general rule USSF B aetachments seem to have the 
most up-to-aate an accurate appreciation ot the PAVN/ 
VC ~ituatlon &long the entirety cf the border, with the 
except i on of the I. C rp' area. 

e) The terra in along the entire border is eusceptitle to 
productive air cavalry reconnaissance ana screenin& 
techniques, with only two or three rather small areae 
classified as difficult. 

4 



6. (C) PDIUOOS 

a. Procreaata& ~ the eaaieat to the most ~ifficult 
HlutioD, aDI1 ret.ainin& aa a pr.tcept the present corps bounclariea, 
air e&Yall7 1• .oat protitab~· usable 1n the border screening role u 
f4ll.owt 

the job. 

l) IV Corpaa I. aquadron (-) base located at Long 
Xu1en (WS 4848), with one troop covering the bor
der trca Ha Tien to the vicinitr ot Chau Phu 
(VS 1483) - Tan Chau (WS 2694) an<1 a seCOJKi troop 
atending the screen trom that point to the Corpe 
bOUDd&r7. 

2) · Ill I' A equ.ac1~ Q, ttbree air cavalrJ \ftOJII 
wit.~" • tq\I&Clron ( .. ) baaed at Tq tiinb, MQ f 
t.~ e~checl to SON ~ (YV 1810), One t.roct '1 
area o ~ fr'g%1 tbe I·II Corpe .,owld&rJ \ 
the point at which ttt• Vtn Dona 11-,.r oro•••• U\• 
border at. WT ~621 a aec~nd troop from that poQa\ 
to include the ~ ,rational area ot the Minh Thanh 
A Detactu.nt camp (IT 6367), and the troop baaed 
at Song Be can acre~n from there to the II-III 
Corpe boundary. 

3) In n Corps, tour troops are required, one each in 
~ ~c Darlac, Pleiku aru. Kontum Provinces. The 
aquaaron {+) base coula locate at Pleiku with a aup
plementaJ7 base at Ban Mtt Thuot, or vice vera&. 

b. SpeciticallJ, 9 air cavalry troops are requireu to do 

c. The 110at urgent requirement for c.t.ir cavalJ7 is iiilong the 
III Corps border in the Tq Ninh area and northeast thereof. 

d. Some action is required to fill the voW in At'~ groWld 
ele•nta alona the II Corps border south of tAlc Co • 
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